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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will enhance the mobility of people engaged in the conduct of trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) 
exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region;

(b) 
examine the possibility of setting the scope for cooperation at a regional level aimed at streamlining and accelerating (i) processing of short term business travel and (ii)arrangements for temporary residency for business people to engage in trade and investment; and

(c) 
establish and maintain a dialogue on mobility issues with the business community.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	China's Approach to Mobility of Business People in 2002

Some new policies have been introduced to further facilitated the entry and residence of the foreign business people in China



	China's Approach to Business Mobility in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	In the  past several  years, some special policies have been made to facilitate the entry and residence of the following:a)Foreign senior management personnel who come to China to carry out aggreements signed by China's central or local governments and foreign governments on major scientific & technological,or key construction projects at  the state, provincial or ministerial levels according to Chinese standards; b)Foreign qualified scientists and technicians or high-level management personnel taking posts in China;c)Foreign nationals coming to China to carry out inter-governmental free aid agreements;d)Foreign investors,especially those investing in China's western areas.During this period,the number of China's port visa offices has reached 22.Machine-reading visas are in the process of being popularized.This measure will lead to the great reduction of the waiting time of foreign businesspersons' stay at Chinese ports of entry.

The polices apply to the spouse or children under the age of 18 of these foreigners above.


	To enter China, foreign businesspersons should apply for a Visa F,if he/she wishes to make a temporary business trip;or a Visa Z ,if he/she is to reside in China. In accordance with the Law of the People's Republic of China on the Entry and Exit of Aliens,aliens who would like to enter into China shall apply for visas to the Chinese diplomatic missions or consular posts or other agencies abroad authorized by the Ministry  of  Foreign Affairs of the P.R.C.The entry of nationals of an economy having visa agreement with the Chinese Government shall be dealt with in accordance with the said agreement.  In cases where an economy has special regulations regarding the entry and transit of Chinese citizens, the competent authorities of the Chinese Government may take corresponding measures contingent on the circumstances. The processing time is 5-10 working days.  In specific situations, such as being invited to China to enter a bid or to formally sign an economic or trade contract or being invited to China for scientific or technological consulting services, and in compliance with the stipulations of the State Council, aliens may apply for visas to port visa agencies authorized by the Ministry of Public Security.  Port visas can be obtained immediately.  While in China, foreign businesspersons may apply for visas and residence permits to the Entry-Exit Administration Department of the local Public Security  Organs. The processing time is 1-5 working days.The application fee is in the principle of equality.To facilitate business across the country mobility within APEC region, half of the immigration channels are equipped with OCR readers.

	To keeping pace with the developing and changing environment in the APEC region, more policies for practical operation shall be made to foster business mobility within the region. 


	Short Term Business Entry  


	A multiple entry Visa F valid for 1-5 years with each duration of stay in China for no more than 6 months upon each arrival is issued to those foreign qualified scientists and technicians or high-level management personnel those who need to make multiple temporary visits to China.

	Businesspersons from APEC economies who wish to stay in China no more than 6 months should apply for a visa F.In doing so,a letter or telegram from an authorized Chinese organization is needed. Businesspersons holding visas F may stay in China for the period prescribed in their visas without obtaining further residence permitsA visa F can be extened indefinitely,with each extension no more than 3 months and the total duration of stay no more than 1 year. Accompanying family members are subject to the same terms.

	     


	Business Temporary Residency 


	An Alien Residence Permit with validy of 1-5 years for those who need to reside in China.  And a multiple re-entry Visa Z of the same validity as the said permit for those who need to make multiple entries.

	Businesspersons from APEC economies who come to China to take up posts or employment should apply for a visa Z.  The applicant  should submit an Employment  Permit (provided by his employer) and a letter or telegram from an authorized Chinese organization.A businessperson entering China with visa Z should apply for the Alien Residence Permit or the Alien Temporary  Residence Permit:  

a)An Alien Residence Permit would be issued to those who wish to                 stay in China for 1 year or more.     

b)An Alien Temporary Residence Permit would be issued to those                                                            who wish to stay in China for  less than  1 year.Documentation required:  

a)Valid passport ,visa and Employment Permit;  

b)Completed residence application forms;and  

c)In applying for Alien Residence Permit , health certificate and                           photos                  

Method of lodgment: Application should be lodged personally with Exit-Entry Administration Department under local Public Security Organs, within 30 days after the applicant's entry into China.

Processing Time: 1-5 working days.

Length of Validity : Validity ranges from 1 to 5 years, decided by the Exit-Entry Administration Department according to the purposes of alien's stay in China.

Application Fee: The fee for an Alien Temporary Residence Permit is RMB 100,and an Alien Residence Permit RMB 200.An Alien Residence Permit could be extended based on the purposes of the holder's stay

Accompanying family members are subject to the same terms. Family members should not work unless having been granted Employment Permit.


	


	Technical Cooperation and Training


	 Two Chinese immigration officers took airport laision-officer training in Australia on September 2000. One Australian documentation expert provided a training session on document examination in Beijing airport on Feb. 2001.  China trained its inspectors and use machine readable document readers to reduce aliens'  waiting time.China also equipped more than 30 big airports,seaports and land control spots in China with EDISON travel document electronic data system and specialized instruments which can assist inspectors in identifying genuine and fake documents.  Nearly every immigration station in China is using Magnifying devices,Ultraviolet viewing equipment and machine-readable document readers.  

Two Chinese imiigration officers attended the document fraud workshop held in Port Dickson, Malaysia on February 2002, which was supported by BMG. Document Fraud Trainings of different levels were held  in many provinces and districts during  this year.Capacity building  has always been an important  part in immigration field.   

China has equipped all the exit-entry frontier inspection booth with the machine-readable document readers . In 2002 China equipped document -examination  comparators such as VSC2000/HR, DOCUCENTER3000, VSC4C and DOCUBOX500 in 50   big airports, seaports and land control spot.  We plan to  carry out a training programme so that some document experts are capable to operate the instruments well.  

All  immigration inspection stations in China will be using Magnifying devices, Ultraviolet viewing equipment and machine-readable document readers by the end of 2002.  


	To attend Pac-rim immigration intelligence officers meeting as Observers, China arranges training courses at state's or district's levels.Those trainers are experienced officers who acknowledge various document security features and can detect fake document quickly.

	A forensic document center has been built up since 2000 in China. China is striving to make the center serve as  the source of information on trends of detected fradulent documents and distribute intelligence alerts.

Forensic document center  has been equipped specialized instruments in 2002.The center is eatablishing the intronet to transit the information about the true and false documentsr.In next two years we plan to  enhancing the  fraud document information share between the big ports.  



	Dialogue with Business


	Communications between Entry-Exit Administration Departments at all levels and foreign business groups and foreign businesspersons are growing step by step.

	Regular meetings are organized by the Exit-Entry Administration Departments to solicit opinions and suggestions from foreign business groups and businesspersons. More and more working procedures have been simplified in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations to improve the efficiency.                                 

	     



	Improvements in China's Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	     

	     


	Short Term Business Entry


	     

	     


	Business Temporary Entry 


	     

	     


	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	     

	     


	Dialogue with Business


	     

	     



*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

